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Contract and AQ, Fagreed with a few Burghs of Regality and 


nd, (ugh as Greenock, Borrow Youeſs 4 

g { FeDet RL the Merghante Traders te) afr ſer the (aid Burghs, 
Son their Decreet i» foro, Found, that the Craffitger- the not Merchant- 
Traders ſhould be lyable to be ſtented ie the Merchant Traders ot the ſaid Burgh, ſeing 


they and their Children might have the HNenefit of the ſaid Communication, ficklike as 
Creftsmen in Burrows Royal; but all my' Diligence not proving fucceſsful to bring the Ge. 
nerality of the Unfree-traders in Burghs of Regality, Barony, and others, to ah Agreement 
for what might be their juſt Propertions of the {aid Ten pound, tho both ſmall and eafie, I 
to facilitat the matter, did proportion the ſaid Ten pound upon the ſeveral Shires of the 
Kingdom, for the Unfree-Traders within the fame, obſerving this Rale after the Experi- 
ence I had learnedin this Aﬀair, by much Trouble and vaſt Expences, that the Proportions 
were ſo ordered, ſo as the Unfree-Traders in all the ſeveral Shires did not pay thehalf of 
whar was payed by the-Royal Burrows within the ſaid Shire ( Trade with Trade beingcom- 
pared ) Which Liſt of Proportions I likewiſe exhibited to the Lords of his Majeſties Privy 
Conncil, who after having conſidered the ſame, did find it fo reaſonable, both for the Ten 
pound, and three pound ten ſhilline more, which they allowed me to add tot, for my Ad- 
vance of Money, and great Charges and Expenſes, that they ordered a Proclamation to be 
emitted, appointing the Commiſſioners in the reſpective Shires to meer, in order to the 
creating 


(2) 
treating with me and my Subſtitutes, how the ſaid £x0ta*s for the Shires might be ſubdivid. 
ed upon the Burghs of Keg ality and Baronie, and other Unfree-Traders within the ſame, but 
tho'l by my ſelf and Subſtitutes did attend the Meeting of the ſaid Commiſſioners, yet their 
Meeting ang my, Treating with them,by reaſon of little Queſtions moved by theſe Vyfree- 


Trader: proved ſucceſsleſs; And that notwithſtanding that I had obtained Decreets ix foro 
before the Lords. Finding. 1. Thatall Retailers of forraign Commodities and Staple-goods, 
n0t Burgeſſes and Indwellersin Burghs Royal, were Iyable as Onfree-Traders. And 2: That 
the pain of Unfree-Traders was Eſcheat of Moveables, and that the ſame fell to me by the fore- 


ſaid Contra and AFof Communication, Which Difficulty proving thus inſuperable,I was ne- 


ceſſitate to lay the caſe before the Royal Burrows, who being ſatisfied that I had uſed all poſ- 
ſible Diligence, both with the Unfree-Traders themſelves, and likeways with the Commiſ- 
fioners of the reſpective Shires, and by recovering the foreſaid Decreets before the Lords of 


Seſſion, 'were willing to take my Contra off my hand for hereafter, bur {till leaving the 


Burden of Bygones upon me, which plainly is ſuch a BurdenasT'am nor ableto bear, but 
will intaliibly ſink me and my ſmall Fortune, it Remedy be nor provided, ſeing then that 
the Grounds above laid down, do fully obviatall che Petitions offered againft me, as par- 
ticularly that from Air- Shire, which complains of my making of their Corns, Cartel and 
Malt lyable, whereas I only charge the Unfree-Traders in forrergs Commodities and Staple- 
Goods. & that trom Myſteb»zgh which direaly complainsof the Lords Decreet i» foro againſt 


themſelves, without any . Proteſt. And that of Kelſo which only comptains of Ex- 


orbitancy throw their own. default, without any Reaſon, and fo of the reft; And that 
I have truly payed in tothe General -&eceiver what [I crave to be relieved of, and that 1 
am contentthis Honourable Court of Parliament appoint any Courſe that may be effeQual for 
my toreſaid moſt juit Relief in a matter wherein I have ated moſt. carefully and diligently 
by warrant of the forelaid AR of Communicationg I ſhall only farder propoſe to your 
Grace and the Honourable Eſtates of Parligment, that the Mechad that appears nioſt neceſſary 


and expedient: for remeeding thi; Affair is, That there' may be 'a Commiſſion of Parliament 


to a few able and' proper Perſons to proportion and (ertle the foreſaid Sub-divifion among(t- 
the unfree Traders with pawcr tO Determine, ; and with fielike Execution as 'is appoiated 
for His Majeſties Cels, which Method is humbly ſuggeſted to the. Parliaments Choice with 
all Deference to-their better Judgement for my relict as to bygories ;:And as for the time to 


come, I moſt humbly offer to give over my Contra, and that if this High and Honourable 


Court of Parliament ſhall think fit, the Condition of the Royal Burrow? may return tothe awe 
State wherein it was before my ſaid ContreF, and the AR 1693, Ratifieing the ſanie, 


May it therefore pleaſe your Grace, and the High and Honourable Court of Parliament, 
to take the Premiſſes to your Conſideration, ani appoint. ſuch Methigs and Ree 
meedies, as 1 may be Relieved and Reaimburſed of the gttat Suws I have Advanced 
in manner foreſaid; and that for time coming this Matter may be” fo ordered a 
may be moſt caſie for all Traders, and moſt _Advantagions for the Common«Good of 
the Kingdom, And your Grace, and Lordſhips Petitioner ſhall ever prey &c, 


